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The accompanying design for a carved 
box can be executed in oak, mahogany, 
or other wood, and the result will form 
a very handsome receptacle for documents 




Carved Box. 

or letters filed away. The carved borders 
are very artistic, and the box may be 
reinforced with brass hinges, as shown, 
which will enhance its decorative ap- 
pearance. 



Young ladies who are fond of executing 
decorative work in leather will find the 




Leather Hand-Screen. 



following three designs very useful. The 
first represents a hand screen, the design 
being the conventionalized thistle, traced 
on cherry-colored leather, partly cut and 
partly embossed, the high lights and out- 
lines marked in gold. The handle is made 
of dark oak. 




Design for Chair Back or Cushion. 

The second design shows a cushion for 
a chair back, the effect being produced 
by embossing in flat relief and pouncing, 
no colors being used. 




Design in Leather Work for Back of Chair. 

The third design is a border for the 
back of a dining-room chair, similarly 
embossed and pounced. 



Here are three very useful articles, 
namely a calendar, writing-tray, and a 
box that may be either a cash-box or 




Calendar, Writing-Tray, and Box, Covered with 
Silk Tapestry. 

work-box, all of which have been covered 
with silk tapestry, a piece of work that 
any young lady can execute for herself. 
The result, as will be seen, amply justifies 
the trouble in so decorating these useful 
article?. 




Chair with Patchwork Stripe. 
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Here is a chair stripe executed in ap- 
plique patchwork. The foundation for 
the applique patchwork in the center is 
dark olive velvet, on which silk remnants 
of various shapes and colors are sewed 
with chenille, silks, cordonnet silks and 
filoselle in cross, chain and other fancy 
st itches. 



Here is a bamboo escritoire which, with 
a bamboo seat, will form one of the most 
artistic, useful and inexpensive of writing 
tables. It is very simple in construction, 
and will be found useful either in the 




Here are two designs for painting and 
staining in wood. This style of work in 
the hands of amateurs has superseded the 
difficult and costly intarsia work for the 
decoration of furniture. The two panels 
are intended for the doors of a small 
cabinet, which can be executed in either 
way. If painted, they look best in water 
colors on the natural wood surface, slightly 
polished after the work is done. 

The design of the first panel is a flower- 
ing Virginia tobacco plant, which might 
truly be styled the national flower, inas- 
much as the tobacco plant was first found 
iu the Western hemisphere. There is no 
use of attempting to make the rose, 
or golden rod, or even the motive of 
the second panel — the convolvulus 
or morning glory — when we have so 
unique a flower as the tobacco plant. 
The flowers and leaves are treated 
as flat ornaments, that is the colors 
are laid on with hardly any shading, 
and only the contours on the shadow 
side are marked a little stronger. 
The flowers are painted a delicate 
violet, leaves, woods and stems, olive 



many other articles of ornamental needle- 
work. They can be executed in colored 
silks, crewels or cotton, on satin, plush, 
velvet, cloth and linen materials; stem 
stitch, satin, and the different feather 
stitches being employed for the purpose, 
and French knots put in where required. 

For a lunch or tea-cloth, with napkins 
to match, worked in the various shades 
of yellow, these designs are very effective. 
The whole set might be used in regular 
rotation for the border of the cloth, or 
irregularly scattered about, according to 
individual taste. The yellow silks return 




Stained or Painted Panel Design on Wood. 

library, drawing-room or boudoir. It has 
a large drawer in the center, with two 
small drawers at the sides. The front 
panel is on hinges made to fall down, 
revealing. a leather padded writing-desk, 
with compartments for stationery, ink 
bottle, pen, pencil, ruler and so on. The 
bamboo may be either light, or stained a 
dark color, and the covering material 
may be of natural color China matting, 
Japanese leather paper, or Japanese lac- 
quered panels, decorated with birds and . 
flowers. 



Bamboo Escritoire. 

brown. The frame is carried out in 
a walnut brown, with the rosettes 
on top in yellowish browns, and those 
on the lower edge in bright red, the 
four corners being edged with a gold 
line. 

In the design of the second panel 
is a conventional arrangement of the 
convolvulus or morning glory, which 
is produced on a dark brown painted 
background, the high lights of the 
flowers, buds, leaves and stems show- 
ing the underlying color of the maj le 
wood. The flowers and leaves are carried 
out in a dull violet, the leaves and stems 
alternating in bluish olive green, and 
yellowish brown shading, with vines and 
contours marked with Vandyke brown.. 
It is advisable after the outline of the de- 
sign has been transferred to the wood to 
paint in the background first. 




Snowflakes and ice flowers supply a 
variety of beautiful stitches which, in an 
enlarged size, can be utilized for embroid- 
ering mats, doileys, small cushions, and 



Stained or Painted Panel Design on Weed. 

from repeated visits to the laundry in 
better condition that any other shades. 

Plain surface cloths are very much in 
vogue at present ; these offer better facili- 
ties for hand work than the figured 
damask, except those with very small 
designs, which may be outlined without 
stamping. On the plain cloths, a Russian 
border may be worked with excellent effect. 
It is wrought with ingrain cotton, dark 
blue and red, in the ordinary cross stitch, 
over canvas, which is pulled out, 
thread by thread, when the work is com- 
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pleted. Discs, marked with a pencil 
around different sized spools, are scattered 
over the center ; these discs may all be 
joined by a straight line running from one 
to another, as in the woven patterns, or 
left isolated, with here and there a crescent 
added. 

Some of the large dinner napkins have 
one corner turned down with an initial or 
monagram embroidered upon it ; this 
should be done in white in satin stitch, 
the Kensington not being heavy enough. 



Where two parlors are connected by 
means of flolding doors, there is no par- 
ticular reason for the existence of the 
folding doors between them; and a much 
more artistic effect can be given the inter- 
ior by taking away the doors altogether 
and replacing them with a screen made of 



mould over ; if a square is desired use a 
wooden box and crochet accordingly. For 
knitting-baskets a long cigar box makes a 
good form, while a wooden chopping bowl 
is the usual form for a card receiver. 

When the basket is crocheted place it 
upon the form, whatever it is, and thorough- 
ly wet the work with stiff water starch, 
and put it away to dry. When stiff add 
a coating of shellac : when this is dry re- 
move from the form and trim with ribbons 
according to taste. 

A golden slipper is crocheted exactly the 
shape of a French slipper, with high heel; 
this is of course stiffened over an old slip- 
per ; then painted with gold paint. Nar- 
row pink satin ribbon is laced across the 
toe, and tied in a bow in front. A quilted 
cushion to match lies in the body of the 
shoe, while an upstanding frill of pink 



take four ounces of logwood and the same 
of red sanders and dragon's blood, and a 
quarter of a pound of shellac, on which 
pour one pint of alcohol. When the 
alcohoi has absorbed the coloring matter, 
stain, apply two or more coats with a soft 
brush. Finish with a coat of shellac var- 
nish. 



We give herewith a sketch of an artistic 
method of breaking up the monotony of a 
flat wall surface. Above the wainscoting is" 
a dado of silk, arranged tapestry fashion, 
as shown in the sketch. Above this is a 
deep border formed of panels, as shown. 
The panels are framed with mouldings, 
and the border is surmounted by a shelf, 
on which objects of art are placed. The 
panels of the border give an excellent oppor- 
tunity for an amateur painter to excercise 





Design for Breaking np the Monotony of a Wall Surface. 



Design for a Screen to Replace Folding Doors Between Two Rooms. 



walnut, oak, or other wood, to correspond 
with furniture of the rooms themselves. 
This screen can take the form of an arch- 
way, as shown in the illustration herewith, 
the top of which is filled with open grille 
work, and the two open panels on either 
side contain flowering pots or jars on a 
circular stand, supported by brackets as 
shown. The upper part can be filled in 
with stained glass or metal work, as pre- 
ferred, and such an archway will give 
brightness and beauty to an apartment. 



Fanciful baskets of all sizes and shapes 
may be made of heavy cotton, and simple 
shell stitch. The only difficult thing is to 
secure a form upon which to mould it, 
especially if an unusual shape is desired. 
It is better to attempt a simple round or 
square shape at first. For a scrap basket, 
a large wooden pail is the best thing to 



satin is placed inside the crocheted shells 
around the top. 

A card receiver is crocheted in a square, 
either shell stitch or fire chain, each time 
putting the short crochet stitch into the 
center chain stitch, then stiffened over the 
bottom of a chopping bowl and painted 
with silver paint. This looks exceed- 
ingly like a silver seine; some of the 
metal ones are manufactured after this 
pattern. Cups and saucers, bottles, little 
brown jugs, in fact anything for which a 
form can be found may be made, and a 
pleasing variety secured by using the dif- 
ferent bronze paints. 



Home articles of willow or reed, may, 
when the original gloss has disappeared 
or the surface become discolored, be im- 
proved in appearance by staining them 
with a rosewood color. For this purpose 



his or her talent in floral studies, or in land- 
scapes. The ground of the panels ought 
to be of canvas, and they may be alter- 
nated with mounted pictures with either 
square or circular frames, the total effect 
being one of great richness and beauty. 



It is worth while knowing that silver 
articles put away for a time will be pro- 
tected from tarnishing by applying to 
them, with a soft brush, collodion, mixed 
with alcohol. "If silver plate is already 
tarnished, its full brilliance may be re- 
stored by washing it in liquid potassia, 
next rinsing it in warm water and then 
immersing it in a liquid composed of one 
part of alum, one part of common salt and 
two parts of saltpetre in three parts of 
water. The plate has now to be washed in 
lukewarm water, then wiped with chamois 
leather, and finally placed in sawdust to dry. 
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It frequently happens that the middle 
room of three parlors en'suite, which are 
to be found in almost all well regulated 
city households, and which are a standing 
advertisement of the imbecility of the 
architect, has no windows to light it, the 
only light that reaches the apartment 
being a few straggling rays that it receives 
from the from the front or back parlor. 
The family avoid so dark a den as this, 
and the question of the hour is how shall 
we decorate it so as to render it attractive 
and habitable? 

Now, whether the master of the house 
and his friends are allowed to smoke in it 
or not, we would advise that one corner 
of the room at least should be fitted up 
with a smoking divan, in the Cairene, or 
Moorish style, such as we present our 
readers in the accompanying illustration. 
Such a construction will be voted an 
artistic success, and it is wonderful how 
cheaply so effective an arrangement can 




A Moorish Divan. 

be produced. The Moorish woodwork em- 
ployed can be bought by the square yard, 
and we 'would advise ali the woodwork to 
be painted blue. The seat or seats should 
be covered with, old saddle bags, ormoquet 
velvet. The walls may be of bright red 
satin, or brightly colored oriental silks 
can be used. A large quantity will not be 
required, as there should be a high dado 
of matting with a deep frieze of plain 
color, with wide arches similar in shape 
to those shown on the end of the illustra- 
tion. 

The curtains might be some gaily colored 
oriental stuffs, and if figured the portieres 
of the door should be of the plain 
material. 

Messrs. W. & J. Sloane of this city un- 
dertake decorations of this kind, and their 
charges are moderate. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



Brooklyn, N. Y., June 3, 1891. 
To the Editor Decorator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir — I am informed that there is quite a rage 
at present among ladies for manufacturing crochet - 
work neckties for gentlemen, umbrella cases, lamp 
shades, etc., etc., in crochet silk. Can you give me 
any particulars as to theTange of articles thus made, 
and where the silk can be procured for the purpose ? 
Laura M. Harper. 



Crochet-work enters very largely, as you are aware, 
into both house furnishing and wardrobe fancies. 
There seems to be no limit to its possibilities in the 
production of things useful as well as beautiful ; 
and it is hard to find a lady at the present day who 
is unacquainted with the manipulation of the 
crochet-needle. Exquisite lamp-shades are made of 
surah silk, satin, and silk muslin, bordered by me- 
dallions of wheel design, wrought in crochet, and 




Hand-Basket of Covered Wicker Work. 

finished with deep fringe tied in. Another design in 
a crochet lamp- shade consists of a chain of rings to 
which is attached a chain, or row of medallions in 
the wheel design, with a deep tassel headed by a 
ring, dropping from each medallion, over a valance 
of lace about six inches wide. A new tidy is of fan- 
shape done in crochet shells, with a finish of deep 
fringe, and trimming of strips of narrow ribbon run 
between alternate shells, and a bow of ribbon at the 
top. A tidy in a medium tone of' terra cotta color, . 
trimmed with satio ribbon in turquoise blue, would 
be exceedingly handsome. Beautiful mouchoir cases 
or handkerchief bags are done in crochet, in 
the shell stitch, and mounted on a square of Bristol 
board covered with surah silk or satin. Olive, sea- 
green^ marzarin blue and cardinal red are nice 
colors for these handy little bags. Besides, we find 
umbrella-cases, slippers, gentlemen's four-in-hand 
neckties and suspenders, ladies' beaded reticules 
and shopping-bags.center8 for dinner and tea-tables, 
trimming for table and sideboard scarfs, and almost 
numberless and nameless pretty things, the outcome 
of the simple little crochet-needle or hook, which 
seems in itself the merest trifle. For crochet work 
we cannot too highly recommend the crochet silk of 
Brainerd & Armstrong. For smoothness and even- 
ness of fibre, for beauty and fadelessness of colors, 
and for all qualities necessary for crochet-work it is 
unsurpassed. It may be well to add that it may be 
known by its being put up only on red spools. 

We present herewith a hand-basket, the wicker 
work of which is covered, lined and trimmed with 
brown satin, while the outside cover is worked with 
strong crochet silk, which forms a pleasing decor- 
ative object. 




Lamp Mat. 
153 



The correspondent, wishing to make a lamp mat, 
is presented with a design, the foundation of which 
is deep Bordeaux red cloth, with a satin square of 
the same color in the center. The leaves and stems 
of the forget-me-nots in the four corners are worked 
in green silks in inch shades on the cloth, but the 
flowers are made separately of tiny pieces of blue 
silk, with a tiny French knot of yellow silk in the 
center, so as to appear in relief. 

Tiffin, Ohio, June 3d. 
Dear Sir : If the editor of your correspondence 
department will only give me a neat design for 
a wall pocket and an opera glass bag I will be ever so 
much obliged. I am going to contribute such articles 
to a Sunday School Bazar, and would like to have a 
nice designs for same. Yours truly, 

A. B. C. 
We give a design for a wall pocket, which is made 




Wall Pocket, 
as follows : For the back cut a 12 inch piece of 
upholsterer's canvas eight inches wide ; arrange 16 
inches of shrimp plush in three straight box-pleats, 
keeping the center one wider, and tack it on the 
stiff canvas, allowing 2 inches for the turning of the 
heading, and some for the rounded edge. For the 
pocket, choose 12 inches of Louis XVI brocade, 
rounded off at the lower part ; form a center box 
pleat and a few flat ones for the 6ides. Apply it on a 
piece of upholsterer's canvas, cut to the shape of the 
pocket ; line it with silk, and tack the pouch thus 
prepared to the back foundation, allowing about 
three quarters of an inch of the plush to appear all 
round. Over it is laid 40 inches gold lace, headed with 




Opera Glass Bag. 

31 1-2 inches of gold galon. A yard and a half of 
pink ribbon is required for the torsade and the bows. 
Secure two rings, overcast with crochet work, at the 
top, between the canvas and the 6ilk reseda lining 
of the back. 

The opera glass bag is made of moire silk adorned 
with, a frilling of Spanish lace, together with bows 
and drawn strings in corded ribbon, bordered with a 
satin stripe. The box-pleated heading displays a 
silk lining of contrasting shade. 



